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acts at such a time, and had a great influence upon England, and much discouraged the anti-Court party. My Lord Halifax was chief favourite and minister at this time.
September 15. I lay at Cambridge in St. John's College, at my brother's chamber. He entertained me and my sons there three days. I saw Stourbiidge fair, which was held there at the same time.
September 19. I went from Cambridge to Newmarket, where I first waited upon my Lord Hyde, desiring him to introduce me to the King to present him with an address. About twelve that day he appointed me to attend in such a room, where the King came, ordered me to read it, and afterwards taking it of me, gave me his hand to kiss. Afterwards I waited of the King into the room, where he asked me nuiny qiiestioius of the situation and extent of Hallamshiro. J told him it was a body of hardware men, or makers of edge tools, incorporated by Act of Parliament; and it extended live miles round in compass from Sheffield, being a very populous place. My Lord Hyde took me that day to dine with him at my Lord Conway's, then Scc.vetary of State.
September 20. I went a hawking with the King, . where I had opportunity to speak to him a good while., and to tell him some things relating to his service. I complained to him of a neighbouring justice of the peace, who refused to sign the address, though he lived within the compass of Hallamshire, and was discouraging others from doing it. The King told me he should not stay long in the commission ; but I had some reasons that prevailed             \
with me not to pursue the business so far.
That afternoon I went to Bury, to see my Lady Mou-son, my aunt.
September 22.    I returned to Newmarket, went to hawk with the King in the morning, and in the afternoon